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not attribute it to the Senator from
Oklahoma unless he wants to say that
was his philosophy, too, but it was a
philosophy that, best said, the best
way to give this economy more is to
give tax breaks to the wealthiest peo-
ple in this country, cut taxes for the
wealthiest people and a thousand flow-
ers will flourish.

Unfortunately, September 11, 2001,
occurred. We found ourselves spending
a lot of money for the security of this
Nation and then found ourselves in two
wars. This President continued to call
for tax cuts in the midst of a war. He
became unique in American history. No
President has ever done that.

The Senator from Oklahoma, the fis-
cal conservative that he is, must ac-
knowledge it is mindless to have tax
breaks in the midst of a war. You know
the war is an add-on cost to your over-
all economy and budget, and then to
cut revenue—that is what he did. As a
result of that action by the President
and his decision to initiate a war in
Iraq that has gone unpaid for now into
its sixth year, we have now piled up the
biggest deficit in the history of the
United States of America.

The Senator from Oklahoma is vigi-
lant on bills that come that may cost
us money in the future, but his party
and his President have led us into the
deepest deficit in our history. Having
inherited a surplus, President Bush
drove us into a fiscal mess, where we
are borrowing money from all over the
world. The last thing I will say is this,
and I know the Senator from OKkla-
homa is never going to agree with me,
but I want to make a point. If every
one of these 34 measures that he and
his side objected to today had passed,
it would not add a penny to the deficit
tomorrow, not a penny, and not next
year either. We have to pass the spend-
ing bill. These bills give permission for
a museum. These bills don’t spend a
penny for a museum, not one.

I am on the Appropriations Com-
mittee. We sit there, and they give us
a finite pot of money and say: Take
your pick. You want some new pro-
grams? Go ahead, fund them, but you
cannot fund the old programs if you
fund the new ones. You have a finite
pot of money. Make your choices.

That is what happens in appropria-
tions and on the floor of the Senate.
That is a point which the Senator and
I have debated repeatedly and probably
will never resolve between us. But we
have a genuine difference of opinion,
and the only thing I have supporting
me is a statement in the RECORD from
the Office of Management and Budget
saying I am right, he is wrong. Don’t
take it personally, but it was put in the
RECORD.

I say to the Senator, I don’t think it
was right what happened today, that
we stopped consideration of 34 bills. If
he wanted to have his recorded vote as
no on any one of those bills, it was his
right to do it. But to stop me from try-
ing to promote treatment of people
with Lou Gehrig’s disease and paral-
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ysis, because I think these are good
bills, I do not think that is appro-
priate.

Today, we tried to get the Senate to
rule the other way, and they did not.
The Senator’s side prevailed. But only
three Republicans would join us, and
now these bills are not likely to be
passed.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I thank
the Senator from Illinois. I thank him
for his debating skills and his heartfelt
positions.

I guess the first thing I would say is
the Appropriations Committee spends
$875 billion every year that is not au-
thorized. The Senator from Illinois
knows that.

The second thing I would say is there
is no ability to amend any of these
bills in the appropriations process, un-
less you are on the Appropriations
Committee. So if you are not on the
subcommittee, you can’t amend it. If
you are not on the main committee,
you can’t amend it.

Last year, we couldn’t amend any-
thing because the omnibus bill came to
the floor without any ability to amend
it. So we haven’t had any opportunity
to amend it. It is whatever the appro-
priators say goes. There is no amend-
ment with that.

I am not going to get into the debate.
I am as disgusted with Republican
spending priorities as the Senator from
Illinois is. I will correct the record on
real accounting principles. We had 1
year, and 1 year only, of a true surplus,
1999. The rest of the years we didn’t
have a surplus, if you count what we
borrowed from Social Security.

I would not defend any of the spend-
ing of this President or this Congress,
but I will make it known the President
cannot spend the first penny until Con-
gress passes the bills. I note that over
the last 18 months, his party has not
been in charge. A different party has
been in charge. The bills that have
gone to him have been controlled by
the majority party.

Look, both of us admit that our chil-
dren are in tall weeds right now if we
don’t start doing something about our
fiscal situation.

The final point I will make is most of
these bills would take less than an
hour. Every one of them I have commu-
nicated on and I am happy to see on
the floor. Give me the right to offer
one significant amendment and one
amendment for every billion dollars. I
will debate it for 15 minutes, have two
votes, and we will be done with the
bills.

Nobody is withholding anybody’s
right to vote for a bill. The majority
leader can put any bill he wants on the
floor at any time, with my agreement
to never try to dilatate, never try to
spread it out, to only bring pertinent
amendments that are germane and do
that in a very short period of time. He
knows that. The Senator from Illinois
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has known that. That has been the way
I work. I don’t play the games of polit-
ical position to spin something.

My hope is—and I have a great rela-
tionship with the Senator from Illinois.
I value his friendship. He is not ‘‘just
my friend,”” he is a friend. It is not the
collegial statement of the body, it is
Dick DURBIN is my friend. My hope is
that when DICK DURBIN and I can pass
three significant bills out of our sub-
committee that make a real difference
in the world of human rights, that if we
can do that, then certainly the Senate
can come together on energy and all
these other bills. My hope is we will do
that.

I do not want to delay our staff or
the Presiding Officer any longer.

I yield the floor.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period for the transaction
of morning business, with Senators
permitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
TRIBUTE TO VINCENT P. FARRI

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I wish to
commend Mr. Vincent P. Farri on his
promotion to Lieutenant with the
United States Capitol Police. Mr.
Farri, a native of Maryland, joined the
Capitol Police on January 31, 1989.
After initial training at the Federal
Law Enforcement Training Center he
worked with the Capitol Division
Building Patrol, and performed general
duties until 1993. In 1993, Mr. Farri was
assigned to the uniform protective de-
tail for the President pro tempore of
the Senate. I came to know Mr. Farri
during this time and observed that on
a daily basis he executed his duties in
a highly professional, diligent and
courteous manner.

In 1998, Mr. Farri served as a senior
patrol officer in the Capitol Building,
and occasionally worked as an acting
sergeant, making rounds and sup-
porting officers at their posts. While
performing in this capacity, Vincent
Farri distinguished himself on July 24,
1998. On that fateful day, an armed as-
sailant entered the Capitol and sud-
denly took the lives of two Capitol Po-
licemen. Officer Farri, hearing shots
from the floor above, immediately ran
to the scene where he came upon the
fallen officers, and assisted in appre-
hending the gunman. All those who
work in and visit the Capitol owe deep
gratitude to the police men and women
who serve and protect us, and we are
especially grateful for the service ren-
dered by Vincent and the sacrifice of
his fellow officers on that day.

In September, 1998, Mr. Farri was
promoted to the rank of Sergeant and
worked with the First Responder Unit
of the Capitol Division for approxi-
mately 10 years. His collateral duties
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